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The two most recent issues of Journal of Language and Politics provide a set of fascinating theoretical papers as well as 
intriguing multidisciplinary analyses of the current and historical developments in Europe and beyond. Issue 9:3 opens up 
with a theoretical paper on the notions of society, polity and language community and is followed by a set of analyses of media 
and political language in such contexts as: Turkish accession to the EU, the H5N1 bird-flu hype in public debates in mid-2000s, 
constructions of Jewish identity in the famous Scholem-Arendt exchange of the 1960s, or intricate logics of the contemporary 
Israeli peace and academic discourse. Special Issue 9:4 is devoted to ‘Discourse and Socio-Political Transformations in 
Contemporary China’. It provides a range of critical analyses of contemporary Chinese media and political discourses from a 
set of novel perspectives. Articles included in JLP 9:4 provide a set of new frameworks for analysing and understanding the 
complex role of public discourse in China’s imminent rise to one of the world’s major political and economic powers.    
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