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Nowadays we have unprecedented levels of access to information; politics and the media share a 
closer relationship than ever before, and the more successful politicians acquire the status of 
quasi-celebrities. Despite this, there is widespread disenchantment with politics, a growing 
cynicism about the political process, and much concern about the so-called ‘democratic deficit’. 
And yet, how much do we actually know about the real world of politics? Is our eroding trust in 
politicians based on a lack of understanding about the activities they actually engage in?   
 
In an extensive critical ethnography of the European Parliament, typical ‘orders and disorders of 
discourse’ are identified that illustrate the discursive mechanisms by which politics are organised in 
this and other (transnational, national and regional) arenas. The intricate complexity of ‘power-
knowledge’ in the daily quest for hegemony is analysed in detail, carefully documenting politicians’ 
movement across many ‘communities of practice’, employing a huge range of genres, 
conversational styles, argumentative moves, and (in)direct pragmatic devices, as part of their 
‘professional habitus’. Furthermore, this critical discourse analysis is juxtaposed with its 
fictionalised representation in the American TV soap The West Wing, which constructs an idealised 
version of this ‘backstage’, conveying to a global audience a highly simplistic account of what 
politics entails. This book goes behind the scenes of politics, uncovering the reality of daily ‘politics 
as usual’, and contrasting this with the glamorised, often sensationalised world of politics 
presented to us on television.  
 
CONTENTS: 
List of Figures, Tables and Photographs 
Preface  
‘Doing Politics’ 
The (Ir)rationality of Politics  
‘Politics as Usual’ on the ‘European Stage’: Constructing and performing ‘European Identities  
One Day in the Life of a MEP 
Everyday Politics in Television: Fiction and/or Reality? 
Order or Disorder: Fiction or Reality? The Implications of ‘Power and Knowledge Management’ 
on the Organization of ‘Politics as Usual’  
Appendix  
Notes 
References  
Index  
 
RUTH WODAK is Distinguished Professor of Discourse Studies at the Department of Linguistics and 
English Language, Lancaster University, UK (and affiliated to the University of Vienna). Besides 
various other prizes, she was awarded the Wittgenstein Prize for Elite Researchers in 1996. She has 
published widely on (European and national) Identity Politics, Racism and Discrimination, 
Multilingualism and Language Policies, and Politics of the Past.  
 
 

April 2009  Hardback £50.00  978-0-230-01881-5 



 

ORDER FORM 
 
Title: The Discourse of Politics in Action 
 

Price: £50.00 
 

Quantity: 
 

ISBN: 978-0-230-01881-5  
 

Name: 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 

Delivery Address:  
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Postal code: ______________________________________________________ 
 

Country: _________________________________________________________ 
 

Email: ____________________________________________________________ 
 

Telephone: _______________________________________________________ 
 

Postage and Packing 
 

UK orders under £40, please add £3 per order; over £40, please add £4 per order 
Non-UK orders under £40, please add £5 per order; over £40, please add 10% 

 
MAILING LIST 
 

      Tick here if you would like to be added to our mailing list 
Tick here if you would like to receive free copies of catalogues in related subjects  

 

HOW TO PAY 
                    

 [   ]    I enclose a cheque payable to Palgrave Publishers Ltd for £_____ 
 
 [   ]    Please send me a pro-forma invoice (address supplied above) 
 
 [   ]    Please charge £__________  to my 
  
          Visa [  ]      Mastercard [  ]  American Express [  ]      
                                                    (We do not accept payment by Switch or Maestro) 
 
Card number: _____________________________________________________   
 
Expires: _______________________ 
 
Cardholder name and address (if different from above): 

 
 
     __________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
         
Signature:       Date: 
 

 
 

 
 
 

You can order online at: 

www.palgrave.com 
 
or 

please return this form to: 
 

Direct Customer Services, 
Palgrave Macmillan, 
Publishing Building, 

Brunel Road, Houndmills, 
Basingstoke, RG21 6XS, UK 
Tel: +44 (0)1256 302866 
Fax: +44 (0)1256 330688 
Email: orders@palgrave.com 

 
 

Customers in USA: 
 

Palgrave Macmillan, VHPS, 
16365 James Madison Highway, 
(US route 15), Gordonsville, 

VA 22942, USA 
Tel: 888-330-8477 
Fax: 800-672-2054 

 
 

Customers in Australia: 
 

Customer Services, 
Palgrave Macmillan, 

627 Chapel Street, South Yarra, 
VIC 3141, Australia 

Tel 1300 135 113 (free call) 
Fax 1300 135 103 

Email: 
customer.service@macmillan.com.au 

 
 

All prices on this leaflet are correct 
at time of printing and are subject 
to change without prior notice. 
Please allow 28 days from date 
of publication for delivery. 

 
Your details may be held on file 
 and used by us to offer you other  

products and services. 
 If you object please 

contact us at the addresses  
above or email 

 optout@palgrave.com 
 
 

 


